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Sar Thefday, May 19. 1713: 


HE Tragedy of Cato has encreafed the 
number of my Correfpondents, but none 
a of ’em-can take it: illthat I: give the Pre- 
\ ference to the Leters which come from a 
Learned Body, and which on.this occafion may not 
mercrerty be termed the Plaufus Academici. Tie 

is from my Lady Lizard’s youngeft Son, who 
(as-I. mentioned.in a former Precaution) is Fellow 
HA Su, and applies himfelf to the-Study of 

ity: Sey 3 git 


og IR, : | . : : | A 
Return you Thanks for your Prefent of Caso: 


J “"Thave read it over feveral’ times: with the 
‘-preateft Attention and Pleafure imaginable: You. 
‘ defife to know my Thoughts of ‘it,, and at the: 


* fame time compliment me upon my Knowledge 
‘ of the Ancient Poets ; perhaps you may not allow 
‘ meto be a good Judge of them, when I tell you, 
“that the Tragedy of Cato exceeds, in my Opinion, 


“any-of the Dramatick Pieces of the Ancients, But _ 


‘-thofe are Books [have fome time fince laid by, be- 
‘ing, as you know, engaged in the Reading of Di- 


© vinity, and converfant chiefly in the Poetry of the — 


© truly Infpired Writers. 1 {carce thought any Mo- 


* dern Tragedy would have mixed fuitably with fuch | 


‘ ferious Studies, and little imagined to have found 
‘ fach exquifite Poetry, mich lefs/fach-exalted Sen- 
‘'timents of Virtue in the Dramatick Performance 
* of a Cotemporary: en : f 
"¢:How elegant, jaft and virtuous is that Reflc&i- 
‘on of Porsins? . tak: 


The. Ways of Heav’n are dark and intricate, 
Puzzled in Mazes, and perplext with Errors; , 
Our Underftan ing traces mM in Vain, 

. Loft and bewilder'd in the fruitle{s Search ; 


“Nor fees with bow much Art the Windings rum, _ : 
pe Sees 1 x 6 ney » © (you fay) it was réeceiv’d, muft certainly make, is: 


Nor: where the Regular Confufion ends. 


‘.Cato’s Soliloquy at the beginning. of the fifth A@ 
‘ isinimitable, as indeed is almoft every thing in the 
‘ whole Play; but what I would obferve, by parti- 
‘ cularly pointing at thefe Places, is, that fuch vir- 


_* tuoas’ and meral Sentiments were never before 


* put into the Mouth of a Britifo A@or ; and! con- 
* gratulate my Countrymen on the Virtue they have 


(Price Two Pence.) 


 fhown in giving them (as you‘tellyme) fach loud 
* and repeated Applaufes. They.have now cleared 
* themfelves of the Imputation -which a late Writer 
* had thrown upon’em in his.so2d Specwladion, Give 
¢ me leave to tran{cribe,-his Words, 1. ' * 
“ In the fir&'Scene of Zeremse’s:\Piay; the Self 
: pheteparh when on¢ — old rs saan ae 
other of Impertinence for:;inte fig: in his Af- 
“ fairs, bi anfwers, Tove Ma; _ cannot belp 
“ Sealing any Seceem,, Shee cas arrive at Man. lt is 
be one ; ‘Sentgpce. was. received :with Univerfal 
aute. There cannos be a, greater Argument 
“© of the Sey aed ome Underftanding ‘of a:People, 
“ than a fudden Confent to :give: theis Approbation 
“ of a Sendanpat which has no- Emotion in it.’ 
© If ie were fpoken,-with never fo great ‘Skill in 
“ the Aétor, the manner of-uttering:that Sentence 
“ could ave nothing in jt, which could !ftrike any 
“ but Pedple of the yeeatelt Humanity, nay People 
“ elegant and skillful:in Obfervations upan’ its: It 
‘is poflible he might have*laid his :Hancd om his 
« Breaft,~ and with a winning.AnGpuation* in. his 
«© Countevance, exprefied to his. Neighbor’, ‘thathe 
“© was.a Man wha wade his Cafe his own;syet IH 
‘¢- engage aPlayer inC.vent-Garden might hit-fuch an 
“* Attitude a thoufand times before he would have 
“ been regarded,” Thefe Obfervations, infavour _ 
‘ of the Romar People, mzy now be. very juftly 
* apply’d ro. our own Nation. 


Here will I bold, If there's a Pow’r above us, 
(And that there is, all Nature cries aloud 
Tircagh all. ber- Works) He muft delight inVirtue ; 
“And ti 


dt which He delights in muft be happy. 


‘ This will-be allowed, Thope, to be ay, virtu- 


‘ © ous a Sentiment as that which he quotes, ot of 


‘ Terente';' and the general Applaufe with which. 
© Writer (notwithftanding his great Affurance in 
¢ pronouncing upon our ill Tafte) alter his Opini- 
© onof his Countrymen. y , 

¢ Our Poetry, f believe, and not our Morals; has 
* been generally: worfe than that: of the, ‘Romans ; 
‘for ’tis plain, When we can equal the beft Drama- 
* tick Performance of that polite Age, a Britifb Au- 
* dience may vie with the Roman Theatre in the Vir- 
* tue of their Applaufes. 

* How- 









































¢ However different in othet Thiags Gut Opiti- é The Author's other Works had rais'd our Ex 

¢ ons may be, all Parties agree in doing Honourto ‘ pectation of it to a very great Height, yet it.ex. 

$ ‘a is;aty Honour to our Country: How ‘ ceeds whatever we could promife our felvesfrom 
oar Hearts warmed by this excellent Tragedy ¢ fo great a Genius. 

© with the Love of Liberty and out Conftitution? ‘ Cefer will no aed be a Hero in our Decla. 


“P, 5. The French Tranflation of Cato, now in 





© How irrefiftible is Virtue in the CharaGter of Cato?‘ mations: _This.T. has at once ftripp’d-him 
1 * Who won'd | eed _ tha liignicien, a | £* of allithe Platter = fe Colours, which Hi- : 
ie © Marsia, # aon and the @& Authors had thrown ; 
ie ri “gpon ahd w Foe the. futere-treat him 
Ai . PU gaze fotceveh on by “dhe Bese? ae : as: a Murderer of the beft Patriot of his Age, and i 
1B Traxpla ie me by ome, into, my Life a Deftroyer of the Liberties of his Country. Ca - 
i" ight Perfoth ections, *till I pow like bim. * go, as — in thefe Scenes, will caft 2 
| * blacker Shade on t 
| © Rome hier felf received not fo: great Advantages ‘than the Pidiure of anak did upon his Triumph: 
Kt © from her Patriot, as Britain will Paes this.admi-. ‘ Had this finith’d aes appear'd fome a 
14 © rable Reprefentation ofhim; our, se 3 Shaded ‘Yeare. apo, (Ce ‘would™ have loft fo 
a ‘ improves our Language.as well as ro) oral, * many Centuries of Fame et archs hed dif- 
it * nor will it be in the Powerjof Tyrants to rob us --*-dain’d to let t ves be calli¢ by his Name. 
iat * of him, (or, to ufe thelaff Eine ofanEpigramto ‘ However, it will be an Honour to the Times we 
1 * the Author) * live in, to have had fuch a Work-produc’d ih 
H| * ‘them, and a pretty Speculation for Pofterity to ob- 
Wt In vain your Cato fiabs, be cannot die. © ferve that the TF ragedy of Cato was aéted with 
MHI! ' * general Applaufe in 1713. 
1 lam, SIR, 
i Iam, SIR, 
|: Your moft Oblig’d, 
Bis Oxon. All- . : Your moft humble Servant, &c. 
et) Souls Col. _ . Humble Servant, ¢ 
Bi May 6. - A. B. : 
Bl) William Lizard. 
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© our own Bod eee when I let you know To be Sold by AuGtioa, 
* chat we are’ ete many ‘ t 


Mr. Inowsive, Qron. na * in the Prefs, will, J: hope;: bein Ofum Dap. ‘ 
You a, da gripable ADVE RTISEMENTS. . 
cautious -W, rc ' : ay! 
© of yours;: rai tles at the Rehearfal of a new Play, Jott Pubiih’d, : 
. eld, at the — - iw ro endeavour The Fourth weet of CATO fo a wri ‘ 
to prepoflefs ¢ o + a ee by Mr. Prin > 
© you since “waked nel agedy of Sheen s Head over-againft yaaa sfc ‘the $ 
: cad tach ecb gram Boldlicts Wersted tesa’ she Play, bcocie. are wumbertefs ardft ed Eavign of ‘ 

Zz. a r 
a * nounce‘your: inion Of it to Pgs the Taine 2 Ei fevere! ‘Somes oh Ps "The Bdition Publifoed apd ° 
i © that. of all: Mat PH leave you to confider Correded by the Authgr, and Printed for F. Tonfon, , 
atl ‘ ¢ ehathes fick a ‘Condua becomes a war dian, who | ¢ Head o Cato igiee om an old Medal, Prins- 6 
AN ae to me ye out. © “ts ‘Entéftainments, ¢@ 2 *he Title Page ro diftinguilo i frometbat which ‘ 
Ne ftrut us ‘when to beftow our Applanfe. ét Spurious end Imperfelt. : 
AW ‘ No din fo plain ‘a Cafe, ‘we did not wait Jatt Poblith’d, New and Corre& Editions is 
Bi ©. for’ your Diteétions ; andI muittell her that none of the follawing | Books, viz. . 
WG * here’ reope m ot louderin theirPraifesofCato, Dryden's Fables in one Volumne, 8yo. Dryden's Funeval ant’ : 
i * than’ we at Ciri# Church, This may, I hope,con- Milsan’s Paradi/e Regained, beth im x2mo. Printed im ‘ 
Mit * vince you, ‘that we doi’t deferve the, Charaéter Volumes, with dn Elzever Letter, wand adorned ith Cuts de " 
Hid ‘ (which. envious dull Fellows give us)‘ of aliow- goat sd engraved by the beft Hands. wa by Face Tonfon at. ‘ 
| ¢ ing no Body to have Wit or Parts but thofe of Shihafpear’s Eend over againft Cusberiot, eet tp theStrand. ‘ 
f i 
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A Catalogue of carious Original Prints, Draw 
ings, Books, Models, &c,being the walle 


Jacodus 
‘ late ‘of Btoaditreet, L: sy feiden, reegiels br he . 
Your Ap Gionate, Children, by the sacar at — _ <2 the’ Pasesaspe a he 
ce:Piatze, Covent he will‘degia this{Duy at 52 
Humble Servants. ae in the Evening, and fo continue till of Seles where The Britis, 
ae , Sc. are to be feen till che time 


To Ne efior Tronfide, Efq;. | | A \ Collesion of aye age ft oe by f foe 
of the beft Iralian and other M rough from 02» 
Mr. Ynonstae, Oxon. Wad. Col. May 7. and never expoted m Sale béforty, vit, ro thes Cabiplone, 
sWERE the ‘Seat of rhe Mufes filent, while goog ete ly sa Kestent., Betts 
London is f | ud in their Applaufe of neff, Teniers, ana Ac wp Ooms ne Bree 


© Gato, thé Uni ‘itle to that eatin Houle ever che Taye 

‘ very Well be fu 3—— in, Juftice therefore - Dey eadtlo sncrow bps Sree gi ee “ ices 
* to your Alme ‘tet the Werld know our’ cick peccifely, and sept tp 
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inion of that tig here. : may be had gratis at the Place of 
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